Catskill Town Board Committee Meeting
Catskill Town Hall
March 15, 2023		6:30 PM

PRESENT:	Dale Finch,		Supervisor
		Jared Giordiano,	Councilman
		Patrick McCulloch,	Councilman
		Paul Vosburgh,		Councilman

Also Attending:	Ted Hilscher,		Town Attorney

Deputy Supervisor McCulloch opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.  He welcomed all in attendance.

Film Shoot Town Cemetery – Mr. Hilscher will change the arbitration venue in the contract from Los Angeles to Catskill and have a provision names on gravestones will be blurred out.  Deputy Supervisor McCulloch stated filming will be 6 pm to 12 am tomorrow and they have been in touch with the Sheriff’s office.  Resolution # 28-2023 on motion of Councilman Vosburgh second by Councilman Giordiano authorizing the Supervisor sign the contract with Ley Line Entertainment/Cantor Ben, LLC for filming in the Town of Catskill Cemetery March 16, 2023.  Adopted Vote: 3 Yes 2 Absent (Finch/Scannapieco)

Zoning Changes – Mr. Hilscher spoke of the definition of construction yards in relation to the change in zoning.  It was suggested by the CEO to only allow in zones HC (“Highway Commercial”) and I (“Industrial”).  A minimum lot size was suggested.  Mr. Hilscher stated it is good to have setbacks.  Councilman Giordiano stated that should be a Planning Board decision.  After discussion about how many pieces of equipment one can have, it was decided three or less. Supervisor Finch entered the meeting 6:39 PM.

Mr. Hilscher confirmed the consensus of the board on construction yards to allow in all zones up to three pieces of equipment on land of the homeowner.  Supervisor Finch stated we need to be careful having a construction yard in Jefferson Heights, areas of. Mr. Hilscher read the definition.  Councilman Giordiano stated for a primary residence, up to three pieces would be allowed.  In all zones, three or less and belong to the homeowner, everyone was good with; however, construction zones allowed in all zones under special use, Supervisor Finch was not ok with and stated construction yards should only be in HC or I.  Discussion ensued about which zones to have construction yards and the need for this to be reviewed in a comprehensive plan.  After discussion, the decision was made to allow only in HC and I until after a comprehensive plan review.  

Shared Driveway – Mr. Hilscher mentioned rights of way (“ROW”) for shared driveway and allowing subdivision access to a highway by a ROW.  There is a loophole in the current law.  After discussion, the issue is tabled.  

Townhouses – Mr. Hilscher asked the board if they wish to follow the state code and have 3 units.  All agreed to change to 3 units with the caveat current applications in front the of Planning Board can proceed and will not be impacted by this change.

Public Hearing Notice – Everyone was agreeable to keep at 300 feet.  Councilman McCulloch questioned allowing the Planning Board to authorize notices sent beyond 300 feet with a large project.  Five hundred feet was decided upon.

Mr. Hilscher reviewed the SEQRA determination for the code changes.  All answers were no except for archaeological resource was yes but impact small or no impact.  Resolution # 29-2023 on motion of Councilman Vosburgh second by Councilman Giordiano to adopt SEQRA and issue a Negative Declaration for changes to the code of the Town of Catskill.  Adopted Vote: 4 Yes 1 Absent (Scannapieco)

Resolution # 30-2023 on motion of Councilman Vosburgh second by Councilman McCulloch to adopt Local Law 3 of 2023 amending the Code of the Town of Catskill with the provision any application in front of the Planning Board is exempt with the new revisions.  Adopted Vote: 3 Yes 1 No (Giordiano) 1 Absent (Scannapieco) 

Ambulance Clerk Position – repost on the website.  

Ambulance Contract – Supervisor Finch asked the board if the wished to enter executive session.  Councilman McCulloch stated no.  Councilman Vosburgh asked about the long-term disability policy.  Supervisor Finch stated it is a pass through as we will collect the dues and send to the union.  There is no cost to the town.  Resolution # 31-2023 on motion of Councilman Giordiano second by Councilman Vosburgh authorizing the Supervisor sign the Collective Bargaining Agreement with UPSEU.  Adopted Vote: 4 Yes 1 Absent (Scannapieco)

Broadband – Supervisor Finch polled the board about this topic.  Councilman Giordiano does not want to sign a contract.  Councilman Vosburgh agrees.  Councilman McCulloch stated Mid-Hudson covers a small portion of the town and another provider covers all other parts of the town and asked why we wouldn’t give a letter and service the rest of the town residents.  Councilman Vosburgh stated the County is giving Mid-Hudson the award and why would we want to charge taxpayers twice.  Supervisor Finch stated if residents are truly not underserved, there is no need then no award money.  We do not have to make a decision tonight and will try to review the map to see how the town stands.

Cementon Sewer – Councilman McCulloch stated we need to look for a grant for upgrades to the sewer plant.

Swinging Bridge – Supervisor Finch to inquire about cost of liability, how the project can move forward without DOT site.  Will be discussed at the next meeting. Mr. Hilscher stated if the town is to get the land, it will take some time.  Initially, Griffins may be the way to the bridge.

With no further comment a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Councilman Giordiano second by Councilman McCulloch.  Meeting ended 7:37 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth Izzo
Town Clerk




