Town Board Committee Meeting with Public Hearing
Catskill Town Hall
November 16, 2022	6:30 pm

Present:		Dale Finch,		Supervisor
			Jared Giordiano,	Councilman
			Patrick McCulloch,	Councilman
			Dawn Scannapieco,	Councilwoman
			Paul Vosburgh,		Councilman

PUBLIC HEARING:

Supervisor Finch asked the clerk to read the public hearing notice.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE the Catskill Town Board will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, November 16, 2022 at 6:30 pm at Catskill Town Hall, 439 Main St., Catskill, NY to hear comment and concern regarding Local Law 3 of 2022 Amending the Code of the Town of Catskill, Chapter 160 Zoning Section 160-17 (a) adding Public Utilities as a Special Permit in the Industrial Zone.  By Order of the Catskill Town Board, Elizabeth Izzo, Town Clerk

Supervisor Finch stated when the zoning code was amended earlier this year, this was a typo and was not included in the table so this law is to correct that.  He asked if anyone had any questions.

Mr. Izzo asked what public utility needs a special use? Supervisor Finch stated this is for buildings in the industrial zone and would require them to get a special permit.  Councilman Giordiano stated he didn’t think a public utility needed permission to do anything.  Mr. Izzo stated public utilities are regulated by the state. Supervisor Finch stated we are correcting an oversight.  Councilman McCulloch agreed with Mr. Izzo they do not need a special permit and would fall under sight plan review.  Supervisor Finch stated this is being done on advice from our Town Attorney.  He asked if anyone had any other comments.  Councilwoman Scannapieco asked where the industrial zone is other than the 9W corridor.  Supervisor Finch stated Browns Crossing and the Cement Plants.

With no further discussion a motion to end the public hearing was made by Councilman Vosburgh second by Councilwoman Scannapieco.  The public hearing ended at 6:41 pm.

The Town Board Committee meeting reconvened.

RESOLUTIONS:

Resolution # 104-22 on motion of Councilman Giordiano second by Councilman Vosburgh authorizing delinquent sewer and water charges for all town districts.  Adopted Vote: 5 Yes

Resolution # 105-22 on motion of Councilman Vosburgh second by Councilwoman Scannapieco hiring Troy Ashdown as PT Fire Inspector effective November 21, 2022 pending pre-employment screening at a rate of pay of $24.00 per hour.  Adopted Vote: 5 Yes  Councilman Giordiano asked if he was licensed.  Councilman McCulloch stated yes.  

Resolution # 106-22 on motion of Councilman Giordiano second by Councilman McCulloch standard workday and reporting resolution for Councilman Giordiano and Councilwoman Scannapieco.  Adopted Vote: 5 Yes

Resolution # 107-22 on motion of Councilman Vosburgh second by Councilman McCulloch adopting SEQRA and issuing a Negative Declaration for Local Law 3 of 2022.  Adopted Vote: 5 Yes

Resolution # 108-22 on motion of Councilman Giordiano second by Councilman Vosburgh adopting Local Law 3 of 2022.  Adopted Vote: 5 Yes

Resolution # 109-22 on motion of Councilwoman Scannapieco second by Councilman Vosburgh adopting Local Law 4 and 5 of 2022.  Adopted Vote: 5 Yes

Resolution # 110-2022 on motion of Councilman Giordiano second by Councilman Vosburgh contracting with Leeds Hose Co. No 1 for fire protection 2023-2024.  Adopted Vote: 5 Yes

Supervisor Finch recapped the 2023 preliminary budget.  Kirsten adjusted with the health insurance and it increased the levy slightly.  To stay under the levy, we are adding $27,136 using A Fund balance to zero the tax cap.  The rate shows 4.2% and the actual rate increases 3.2% for town of Catskill residents.  

Mr. Izzo stated there was a note in the Daily Mail today and asked why the Town Supervisor’s salary increased 9% and the Town Board 3% and how the original article was wrong and asked the Town Board why they feel the Supervisor’s rate should be 6% over and above elected officials and members not associated with unions.  Councilman Vosburgh stated he is here all the time.  Mr. Izzo stated when he was Supervisor, he was here all the time too but if the Town Board feels it is appropriate fine, but they would be remiss not indicating why the supervisor position is 6% more than anyone else in town.  

Supervisor Finch answered the Daily Mail reporter and all the data and stated he assumed all the numbers the reporter had were off the town’s webpage.  He didn’t supply the number to the reporter.  Nothing changed from the preliminary budget.  

Mr. Izzo asked the board why they agreed the pay should be 6% more than theirs.  Councilman Giordiano stated he wasn’t for pay raises.  Councilman McCulloch stated there was a vote held.  Two were against three were for.

Resolution # 111-22 on motion of Councilman Vosburgh second by Councilman McCulloch adopting the 2023 Preliminary budget with changes as the 2023 Final Budget.  Adopted Vote: 5 Yes

Mr. Izzo stated he feels the board should have used more money in the A Fund balance to offset the increase in taxes.  The mortgage tax is double what is budgeted.  There is money to adjust salaries, more than what is budgeted.  Supervisor Finch stated revenue is unknown.  There can be a shortfall in court.  Mr. Izzo stated there is a shortfall in court.  Supervisor Finch stated over $400,000 was used in fund balance.  Mr. Izzo stated not A Fund.  Supervisor Finch stated fund balances can dry up.  Mr. Izzo stated he is making the point that the people the board represents are going through inflation also.  Anticipating the needs a year from now can be adjusted but you need to look at what is happening now.

Supervisor Finch spoke about the multiple quotes for the phone services.  First Light is $426.85 per month and Mid-Hudson $439.85 per month.  Councilman Giordiano stated the quote from Mid-Hudson also replaces the internet bill so it really isn’t $439.85.

Mid-Hudson is a local company and the agreement is month to month when First Light wants a 60-month contract.  Supervisor Finch stated he feels we should go with Mid-Hudson.  Resolution # 112-22 on motion of Councilman Giordiano second by Councilwoman Scannapieco authorizing a contract for dedicated direct internet access and business analog phone lines/fiber installation by Mid-Hudson Cablevision at a monthly charge of $439.85.  Adopted Vote: 5 Yes

Supervisor Finch stated the union contract negotiations are still being worked on.  Councilwoman Scannapieco and himself will have a phone meeting with Ronni Travers regarding the pay schedule for non-union employees.  Councilman Giordiano asked if highway has started yet.  Supervisor Finch stated no.  We will have another meeting and crunch the numbers.  

With no further business a motion to enter executive session to discuss union contract negotiations was made by Councilman McCulloch second by Councilman Vosburgh.  No further business will be discussed at the close of executive session.  The executive session began at 7:14 pm.

As told by Councilman Giordiano, executive session and meeting ended 8:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth Izzo
Town Clerk



