Catskill Town Board Committee Meeting
Catskill Town Hall
November 15, 2023	6:30 PM

PRESENT:	Dale Finch,		Supervisor
		Jared Giordiano,	Councilman
		Patrick McCulloch,	Councilman
		Dawn Scannapieco,	Councilwoman
		Paul Vosburgh,		Councilman

Supervisor Finch opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Supervisor Finch discussed the new sign for outside Town Hall.

Eagle Scout Project – Supervisor Finch received an email from Mr. Halverson regarding his eagle scout project to clean up the cemetery behind the firehouse. Resolution # 117-2023 on motion Councilman McCulloch seconded by Councilman Giordiano approving the Eagle Scout project. Adopted 5 Yes.

GCIDA – Supervisor Finch read a letter to be sent to James Malcom of DEC regarding the water and sewer extension plan approval for the IDA site off the thruway. 

Public Hearing – VOC Fire Contract Supervisor Finch stated it is a 2% increase, one year contract. We have received no financial at this point from the Village. Resolution # 116-2023 on motion of Councilman Giordiano second by Councilwoman Scannapieco scheduling a public hearing for the Village of Catskill Fire Contract for Tuesday, December 5, 2023 at 6:30 pm Town Hall. Adopted 5 Yes

Accept Water/Sewer Relevies – Resolution # 115-2023 on motion of Councilwoman Scannapieco second by Councilman Giordiano to authorize water and sewer relevies for all town districts. Adopted 4 Yes 1 Abstention (McCulloch)

Flagpoles – Councilman Giordiano presented the quote for the purchase of new flagpoles for the front of Town Hall. The flags will	be weighted and placed outside the second floor for easy access. 

Supervisor Finch reviewed the work and money owed to date to Gordian regarding the Town Hall renovations. Resolution # 118-2023 on motion of Councilman Giordiano second by Councilman McCulloch to pay Gordian $72,310.69 for the Town Hall renovations to date. Adopted Vote: 5 Yes

The signage expense is $6,598.69 through Next Gen. Resolution # 119-2023 on motion of Councilwoman Scannapieco second by Councilman Giordiano to engage Next Gen Signs through Gordian for the new signage outside Town Hall in an amount not to exceed $6,598.69. Adopted 5 Yes

Supervisor Finch thanked the Highway Department for their help in blacktopping the parking area in the back of Town Hall. 

Thanksgiving Holiday – Supervisor Finch expressed his dismay at seeing Town Hall closing at noon on Thanksgiving Eve posted on the website and feels employees should use personal time. Councilwoman Scannapieco stated it is discussed each year and feels the holiday has a lot of preparation work and appreciates the extra time. Resolution # 120-2023 on motion of Councilman McCulloch second by Councilwoman Scannapieco authorizing Town Hall to close at noon Thanksgiving Eve. Adopted 4 Yes 1 Abstention (Vosburgh)

Amendments to Handbook – discussion about comp time and who and how to use. 

Medical buyouts- Councilman McCulloch stated there should be no grandfathering. We need to pick a contract to follow, either Ambulance or Highway. Supervisor Finch stated we have followed the Highway. Discussion about grandfathering the current employees. Resolution #121-2023 on motion of Councilwoman Scannapieco second by Councilman McCulloch Highmark Insurance will not be offered to any new employee or any employee who wishes to switch insurance in 2024. Adopted 5 Yes 

All board members were in favor of following the Highway union contract for non-union employees regarding medical buyouts. 

Longevity – for those employees who have reached the end of the step program. Supervisor Finch polled the board. Councilwoman Scannapieco feels it should be part of the salary. Supervisor Finch feels a payout every year would be expensive and feels it should be at five-year increments. Councilman Vosburgh stated longevity works by getting it every year until you reach the next level. Councilman McCulloch stated to begin at ten years $750. Supervisor Finch stated we follow the highway so it is always negotiable. Councilman Vosburgh stated the steps should be ten, fifteen, twenty and twenty-five. Councilman McCulloch stated for elected officials and employees, to remove section 1 and 2 and part of 3. 

Also discussed was time off for voting, cancer screening, personnel use, Juneteenth holiday, domestic partners, clarity needed for medical/dental insurance for part-time elected officials and if it ends when terms end or continue upon re-election, payout of sick time. All matters will be further discussed at the next meeting.

Supervisor Finch asked if there was any public comment. With none being heard a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Councilman McCulloch second by Councilwoman Scannapieco. Meeting ended 7:34 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth Izzo
Town Clerk




