Catskill Town Board Committee Meeting
Catskill Town Hall
December 20, 2023	6:30 PM

PRESENT:	Dale Finch,		Supervisor
		Jared Giordiano,	Councilman
		Patrick McCulloch,	Councilman
		Paul Vosburgh,		Councilman

Supervisor Finch opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance and welcomed all to the last meeting of the year.

RESOLUTIONS:

Resolution 133-2023 on motion of Councilman Giordiano second Councilman Vosburgh authorizing the Supervisor sign the two-year agreement with the Village of Catskill as contract operators for the wastewater pump stations in an amount of $16,960 each year. Adopted Vote: 3 Yes 1 Absent (Scannapieco) 1 Abstention 1 (McCulloch)

Resolution 134-2023 on motion of Councilman Vosburgh second by Councilman Giordiano approving the hire of Elizabeth Liberti as PT Clerk in the Receiver of Tax Office effective December 20, 2023 at a rate of pay of $17.40 per hour. Adopted Vote: 4 Yes 1 Absent (Scannapieco)

Resolution # 135-2023 on motion of Councilman McCulloch second by Councilman Vosburgh approving the hiring of Sabrina Johnson and Courtney DeAngelis as PT EMTs for the Ambulance Department effective January 1, 2024 at the rate of pay as stipulated in the CBA. Adopted Vote: 4 Yes 1 Absent (Scannapieco)

Resolution # 136-2023 on motion of Councilman McCulloch second by Councilman Giordiano approving the first half of the Cementon Sewer Billing at $294.44 per unit. Adopted Vote: 4 Yes 1 Absent (Scannapieco)

Resolution # 137-2023 on motion of Councilman McCulloch second by Councilman Vosburgh approving the year end budget transfers for the A-Fund. Adopted 4 Yes 1 Absent (Scannapieco)

Resolution # 138-2023 on motion of Councilman Giordiano second by Councilman McCulloch scheduling the Town of Catskill Reorganizational Meeting for Tuesday, January 2, 2024 at 6:30 pm with the monthly board meeting to follow. Adopted Vote: 4 Yes 1 Absent (Scannapieco)

SUPERVISOR COMMENTS:

Supervisor Finch was contacted by Robin Smith of Cultivate Catskill as they and the other organizations involved have nearly reached their goal for the sprayground. The town pledged $2,500 with ARPA funds and if they reached their goal, another $2,500 for a total of $5,000. This endeavor lines up with the intention of ARPA funding. He asked for a motion to expend the money. Resolution # 139-2023 on motion of Councilman Giordiano second by Councilman Vosburgh to give $5,000 to Cultivate Catskill for the sprayground project. Adopted Vote: 4 Yes 1 Absent (Scannapieco)

Supervisor Finch asked the board for a motion to engage the town’s accounting firm to audit the Receiver of Tax Office for the year 2023. Resolution # 140-2023 on motion of Councilman McCulloch second by Councilman Giordiano engaging the Town’s Accounting firm RBT, to audit the Receiver of Tax Office for the year 2023. Adopted 4 Yes 1 Absent (Scannapieco)

Snake Road – Supervisor Finch stated the retention pool is overflowing from the bottom and not moving into the second retention pool. He will speak to Shawn Beers but the pool may need some general maintenance. Councilman McCulloch stated he was there the other day and it was working fine.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Patty Fitzgerald approached the board and asked if Central Hudson can place shades on their lights as they shine directly onto her property. Supervisor Finch stated if it is a concern, to contact Central Hudson but we need to protect the motorists on the road. They may be able to angle the lights. Councilman Vosburgh stated the shield would not deflect from the roadway just the property. Supervisor Finch stated it is tricky as the poles are on the opposite of the road. Councilman McCulloch will get the pole numbers and call Central Hudson.

She then asked about the timeframe for the hotel. Supervisor Finch stated there is none. The hotel is a done deal and the IDA is looking at trying to get a restaurant on the property.

She then asked what can be done considering the tragedy on Monday with the road flooding. This is a county road and Ms. Fitzgerald will have to talk to the County Highway Superintendent to see if something can be done on a county level.

BOARD COMMENTS:

Councilman Giordiano stated it was a pleasure to work with Paul and Dale these last four years. Supervisor Finch stated he feels he is leaving the town in a better place and it will be in good hands with Patrick. The town is in a good financial position. He appreciates everyone, employees, and organizations the town deals with. He is proud to have the opportunity to serve. Councilman Vosburgh stated at the end of the day, we did what was best for the town and thanked the board and Liz as it was a pleasure to work with everyone. 

With no further comment a motion to enter executive session to discuss litigation and inviting Councilman-Elect Espel into executive session was made by Councilman Giordiano second by Councilman McCulloch. The board will come out of executive session and resume the meeting.
The executive session began at 6:53 pm.

On motion of Councilman Giordiano second by Councilman McCulloch, the executive session ended 7:08 pm and the meeting resumed. The following resolutions were made:

Resolution # 141-2023 on motion of Councilman McCulloch second by Councilman Vosburgh to accept the stipulation resolving motion for contempt against NY-32 Realty Group Inc. and 4880 Realty Group Inc. on recommendation of the Town Attorney. Adopted Vote: 4 Yes 1 Absent (Scannapieco)

Resolution # 142-2023 on motion of Councilman Vosburgh second by Councilman McCulloch retaining J. Theodore Hilscher in the Article 78 Proceeding against the Town of Catskill, the Code Enforcement Office, and Matthew Carlile by Underhill Land LLC and Underhill RE Holding LLC. Adopted Vote: 4 Yes 1 Absent (Scannapieco)

Resolution # 143-203 on motion of Councilman Giordiano second by Councilman McCulloch authorizing the Town Clerk advertise for a Dog Control Officer and Alternate Member to the Planning Board. Adopted Vote: 4 Yes 1 Absent (Scannapieco)

With no further business a motion to end the meeting was made by Councilman Giordiano second by Councilman McCulloch. The meeting ended at 7:10 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth Izzo
Town Clerk


