Catskill Town Board Monthly Meeting
Catskill Town Hall
February 6, 2024	6:30 PM

PRESENT:	Patrick McCulloch,	Supervisor
		Steven Espel,		Councilman
		Brian Kozloski,		Councilman

Supervisor McCulloch opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance and welcomed all in attendance.

MINUTES:

January 2, 2024		Organizational Meeting
			Monthly Meeting

January 10, 2024	Bid Opening – Highway Truck
January 17, 2024	Committee Meeting

Motion to accept the minutes made by Councilman Kozloski second Councilman Espel; carried.

CORRESPONDENCE:

NYS Thruway Authority 2023 Bridge Inspection Report – Brick School House Road over the Thruway

Greene County IDA SEQRA Resolution for the Catskill Lodging LLC project and statement of findings. 

Letter from Central Hudson regarding UDIG one-call system and routine tree line clearance program.

Greene County Resolutions 44-24 authorizing obtaining and furnishing of election related services and materials, Resolution 20-24 authorizing municipalities to participate in county highway purchases, Resolution 9-24 SEQRA declaration and approving recommendations for including land into agricultural district no. 124, Resolution 427-23 authorizing the relevy of unpaid school taxes for the year 2023.

Letter from Dawidh Orlando and Pirina Dzhupanova regarding their purchase of 40 Old Underhill Road and the need for a certificate of occupancy. 

Letter from Tushar Soni & Nishtha H. Dalal regarding their purchase of 26 Old Underhill Road and the need for a certificate of occupancy. 

Columbia Greene Workforce Investment Office recruitment businesses serve as host worksite for youth ages 14-20.

Dog Control Report for the month of January.




CONTINUING BUSINESS:

Hilscher & Hilscher representation letter to provide counsel services. This is for the year 2024. Resolution # 12-2024 on motion of Councilman Kozloski second by Councilman Espel authorizing the Supervisor sign the engagement letter with Hilscher and Hilscher to represent the town as counsel for the year 2024. Adopted Vote: 3 Yes 2 Absent (Giordiano/Scannapieco)

Updates to the employee handbook. Supervisor McCulloch stated we have been in review of updating the employee handbook and it is now at a place where the changes can be approved. Resolution # 11-2024 on motion of Councilman Espel second by Councilman Kozloski to accept the newly updated and revised Town of Catskill Employee Handbook. Adopted Vote: 3 Yes 2 Absent (Giordiano/Scannapieco)

Software purchase for Code Office. Supervisor McCulloch stated he and Councilman Giordiano and the Code Office met with Cloudpermit for a demonstration. The Code Office has been looking for different vendors to replace the current software. The one-time fee to transfer the data will be $8,000 and a yearly fee of $9,750. This software will meet all our needs for Code, Planning, and Zoning and has services we can add as we grow. The money has been budgeted for. Resolution # 13-2024 on motion of Councilman Kozloski second by Councilman Espel to subscribe to Cloudpermit’s software licensing system for the Code, Planning, Building, and licensing & registration for a yearly fee of $9,750 and a one-time fee of $8,000 for data import and implementation. Adopted Vote: 3 Yes 2 Absent (Giordiano/Scannapieco)

NEW BUSINESS:

Purchase Adobe Pro subscription. Supervisor McCulloch stated the Ambulance Administrator would like the town to subscribe to allow the departments to have a fully functional version instead of the reader. Resolution # 14-2024 on motion of Councilman Espel second Councilman Kozloski to purchase 10 Adobe Pro subscriptions in the amount of $1,360.80. Adopted Vote: 3 Yes 2 Absent (Giordiano/Scannapieco)

Poll Site Agreement for 2024 Elections at the Senior Center. Presidential Primary April 2nd 6 am to 9 pm, Primary Election June 25 6 am to 9 pm and General Election November 5, 2024 6 am to 9 pm. Reviewed.

Clean Energy Community Program -NYSERDA Supervisor McCulloch stated the Code Office is looking to get an EV car to replace the truck and this is part of the process. We will discuss it at the next meeting as the Town Attorney is reviewing now.

New Hire – PT Fire Inspector: Resolution # 15-2024 on motion of Councilman Espel second by Councilman Kozloski to hire John Accornero as PT Fire Inspector pending pre-employment screening effective February 12, 2024. Adopted Vote: 3 Yes 2 Absent (Giordiano/Scannapieco)

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Patty Fitzgerald asked if there was any progress from Molinaro’s office regarding the sidewalk replacement in Leeds. Supervisor McCulloch stated the County is looking into it but he has not seen a map. He will follow up. Ms. Fitzgerald then asked about the dark shades for the streetlights and mentioned a site regarding dark shades/street lighting. 



SUPERVISOR COMMENTS:

Supervisor McCulloch stated he and Councilman Giordiano will meet with Barb Erceg to discuss this year’s Summer Recreation Program. 

At the next meeting, the board will discuss a resolution to go out for RFPs for revaluation. Audre Higbee is working with the representatives from the State and the Town Attorney. There will be a minimum of 10 public hearings. The last revalue was in 1992 and our current equalization rate is 36.5%. We will be very transparent with the process.

With no further comment a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Councilman Espel second by Councilman Kozloski. The meeting ended at 6:49 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth Izzo
Town Clerk
